
St. Antoninus, Confessionale

154 x 103 (95 x 69) mm

Written in Italy, end of 15th century. 
Original sewing on three tawed, slit straps, 
kermes pink, laced through tunnels in the 
thickness of wooden boards into rectan-
gular channels on their outer face. Twisted, 
tawed cores of plain, wound endbands 
laid in grooves. All supports pegged and 
gypsum [?] used to fill in around them. 
Spine lined with brown calf, wanting ex-
cept under endband tie-downs. Covered 
in brown calf, blind-tooled with a rope 
interlace panel border. Corner turn-in 
tongues. Two catches on lower board, 
stubs of straps on upper. Boards worm-
eaten and detached and most of the 
cover wanting. Minor repairs to endleaves 
and headband made ca. 1976.
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romanesque / gothic, 15th century
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Boethius: De consolatione philosophiae.

100 x 80 (68 x 41) mm

Binding circa 15th century, possibly German or Dutch. 
Although early, it is not the original binding. Resewn on 
three narrow, tawed, double thongs. The endbands do not 
seem to have laced cores, but a primary sewing may have 
been sewn to the head and tail of the chemise, under-
neath the braided secondary endbands. The thongs are 
laced into grooves in beech boards, the pattern reversed; 
one horizontal above one V lacing on the upper board 
and a V above a horizontal on the lower. The thongs are 
pegged. The outer wrapper of tawed skin, now grey, is 
sewn to a tawed, pink, inner chemise around the outer 
edges of the boards. The wrapper extends about 130 mm. 
to a Turk’s head knot at the tail, about 25 mm. at the head, and 
has an overlap of about 50 mm. on the upper board. The edges 
of the wrapper are turned in and hemmed. The book hung up-
side down when attached to the girdle by having the knot slipped 
under it, but was right side up when picked up (still attached to the 
girdle) to be read. A strap-and-pin fastening, the pin on the upper 
board, consists of a thick, brown leather strap nailed to the lower board 
and tacketed to the cover with a leather thong ending in an anthropo-
morphic brass clasp, the head of which catches on the pin.

MS 84
gothic, 15th century



Sermons of Graeculus O.F.M. and 
Conradus de Waldhausen Can. Reg.

22.5 x 15 cm

Damaged original limp parch-
ment binding with flap, made from 
several pieces of parchment sewn 
together by means of parchment 
strips. The sewing runs through 
the spine and is gathered in deco-
rative patterns over two strips of 
heavy leather.

MS 649
limp parchment linkstitch, 14th century
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Conciones quæ de præcipuis sanctorum festis 
in ecclesia habentur,  A sesto sancti Andreæ, 
usque ad sestum B. Mariæ Magdalenæ.

800 mm x 250 mm x 60 mm

Paper text block sewn on 4 raised vegetable-
fiber cords. Endbands in plain linen. Supports 
and endbands laced through thin wooden 
boards. Boards are shaped with slight 
cushions on outside  wide inside bevels.. 
Text block edges colored red. Center panel 
stamps surrounded by border of decorative 
rolls and fillets. Recesses cut for iron clasps 
and catches; one 
clasp missing but  
remant of leather 
strap remains at-
tached to the lower 
board. Printer’s mark 
of Christopher Plan-
tin on title page.

Teaching Collection 5
German blind-stamped alum-tawed pigskin, 1584
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Bouche of Courte.

30.5 x 20.5 cm

Limp vellum with remains of leather 
ties. Manuscript on paper. 

MS 610
Limp-parchment binding, ca. 1571
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